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REVIEWS. 


The author has contributed largely to the surgery of the heart and 
lungs, especially the experimental side of the subject, and with his 
papers many are no doubt familiar. A large part of this book is 
devoted to history and bibliography, and is consequently made up 
largely of quotations and references. T h is portion, therefore, will 
be found of inestimable value to anyone who wishes to look up the 
surgery of either the heart or lungs. No attempt has been made on 
the author’s part to consider all the diseases of the heart and lungs, 
but only those which may require surgical interference. He has been 
most careful to verify all his statements with references. The 
original part of the work consists in a report of his extensive experi¬ 
mental work on dogs. 

This book is a most valuable contribution, and one for which we 
bespeak a marked success. J. H. G. 


A Text-book of Clinical Diagnosis by Laboratory Methods. 
For the Use of Students, Practitioners, and Laboratory 
Workers. By L. Napoleon Boston, A.M., M.D., Associate in 
Medicine and Director of the Clinical Laboratories, Medico- 
Chirurgical College, Philadelphia; formerly Bacteriologist at the 
Philadelphia Hospital and at the Ayer Clinical Laboratory of the 
Pennsylvania Hospital. With 320 illustrations, many of them in 
colors. Philadelphia, New York, and London: W. B. Saunders 
& Co., 1904. 

Beginning with an explanation of the mechanics of the micro¬ 
scope itself, the author has taken pains to be explicit in his account 
of the various techniques. The opening chapter considers the care 
and use of the microscope and its accessories, and explains the laws 
of refraction and the values of the different lenses usually employed. 
This attention to detail is manifest throughout the book. 

In the section on blood there is a complete description of its exam¬ 
ination in health and disease, including a study of cryoscopy and 
osmosis. Later, the different diseases of the blood are taken up, and 
their special pathology and bacteriology studied seriatim. The 
author has, unfortunately, not been so systematic in the chapters 
devoted to the analysis of urine, but has, however, given an exhaust¬ 
ive treatise on that subject. 

A very good account of animal parasites is included under the 
different chapters on the blood, the urine, and feces. The exam¬ 
ination of the secretions of the nose, eye, mouth, and the genital 
organs is taken up in the latter part of the book, as is also the 
analysis of milk and the study of the parasitic skin diseases. 

There are over 300 illustrations, with a number of colored plates, 
those illustrative of the malarial parasite being especially noteworthy. 
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With perhaps the exception of the section on the urine, the contents 
of the volume are remarkably well arranged, and the work will be of 
considerable value to those to whom the ready access to a modem 
clinical laboratory is not practical. A. N. 


A Text-book of Human Physiology. By Albert P. Brubaker, 
A.M., M.D., Professor of Physiology and Hygiene in the Jefferson 
Medical College; Professor of Physiology in the Pennsylvania 
College of Dental Surgery, etc. With colored plates and 354 illus¬ 
trations. Philadelphia: P. Plakiston’s Son & Co., 1904. 

Inasmuch as this book is written for the medical student and prac¬ 
titioner, and is designed particularly to present the more important 
facts of physiology which have to do with the practical aspect of 
medicine, much of the technical portion of the subject is omitted, 
and the normal functions of the various organs and systems are 
related in an interesting and readable manner. The treatment of 
the subject is developed along the usual lines, and does not differ 
especially from other text-books of this nature. The paragraphing 
is well arranged, so that one can readily refer to any particular sub¬ 
ject. One might mention a few instances, as in the discussion upon 
the origin of leukocytes, or upon the histology of the lymphatics, 
where the author’s statements do not coincide with the current views 
concerning these subjects, but with a few exceptions the book is 
generally good. W. T. L. 


A Text-book of Pathology. For Practitioners and Students. 
By Joseph McFarland, M.D., Professor of Pathology and Bac¬ 
teriology in the Medico-Chirurgical College, Philadelphia; Pathol¬ 
ogist to the Philadelphia Hospital, and to the Medico-Chirurgical 
Hospital, Philadelphia. With 350 illustrations, a number in 
colors. Philadelphia, New York, and London: W. B. Saunders, 
& Co., 1904. 

This work of 818 pages is a systematic treatise on general and 
special pathology. The ground, as far as the principles of pathology 
are concerned, is well covered, and the arrangement of the book is 
good. The subject of general pathology is first discussed. Here the 
questions of general etiology, defects of development, pathology of 
nutrition and of the circulation, characteristics of cell life, retrogres¬ 
sive and progressive tissue changes, parasitism ,immunity,and infec¬ 
tion are taken up. The accepted teachings are usually set down, 
but the “pros and cons ” of the various undecided points are not, as 
a rule, given. 



